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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 24 and 31 are pending in this Office action. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS), submitted on September 17, 2003, 
has been considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code (see page 12, line 6). Applicant is required to 
delete the embedded hyperlink and/or other form of browser-executable code. See 
MPEP§ 608.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3, 4, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The phrase "may be" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether 
the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. It is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are actually occurring or not occurring. 

See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1 - 6, 8 - 17, 19 - 24 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent Number 5,884,310 issued to Harriet Brichta et al. 
(hereinafter "Brichta") and in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,102,969 issued to David 
Christianson et al. (hereinafter "Christianson"). 

With respect to claims 1 and 23, Brichta discloses processing of a search list 
provided by a remote user, and retrieving and delivering information corresponding to at 
least one item contained in said search list, comprising the steps of: 
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(A) receiving, onto a central server that services a plurality of remote users, a 
search list provided by the user, said search list comprising at least one item (column 5, 
lines 5-15); 

(B) forming a query at the central server based on the search list (column 5, lines 
10-13); 

(C) periodically performing the following steps (column 5, lines 49 - 53): . 

(ii) retrieving, with the central server, said information (column 3, lines 45 - 50); 
(iii) formatting said information into a common format using the central server (column 3, 
lines 15-20); 

(iv) ascertaining whether said information is current by comparing said 
information in the common format to information stored in a storage database in the 
common format, wherein the information stored in the database corresponds to results 
of previous searches using the query (column 7, lines 25 - 50); and 

(v) after step (iv), electronically delivering, using said central server, only said 
information ascertained to be current to the remote user (column 7, lines 30 - 43). 

Brichta does not explicitly disclose initiating, from the central server, a search 
using the query on two or more information sources on the World Wide Web in order to 
locate information corresponding to each of said at least one item as claimed. 

Christianson discloses claimed initiating a search using the query on two or more 
information sources on the World Wide Web in order to locate information 
corresponding to each of said at least one item (column 2, lines 60 - 65). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Christianson with the teachings of 
Brichta to provide a system that allows the engine execute faster. Christianson 
discloses a NetBot with searches multiple information sources in parallel in response to 
a user request. Christianson's netbot system automatically searches the relevant 
primary sources in parallel and presents information quickly and faster. 

With respect to claim 12, Brichta discloses a system for automated processing of 
a search list provided by a remote user, and retrieving and delivering information 
corresponding to at least one item contained in said search list, comprising: 

a storage database that stores information in a common format (column 5, lines 5 
- 1 5), wherein information stored in the database corresponds to results of previous 
searches using a query (column 5, lines.10 - 14); and 

a central server that receives a search list provided by the user and comprising at 
least one item, services a plurality of remote users, forms the query based on the 
search list (column 3, lines 45 - 50 and column 7, lines 30 - 35), and 

periodically initiates a search (column 5, lines 45 - 55) ascertains whether said 
information is current by comparing said information in the common format to said 
information stored in said database in the common format, and electronically delivers 
only said information ascertained to be current to the remote user (column 7, lines 25 - 
50). 

Brichta does not explicitly teach "using the query on two or more information 
sources on the World Wide Web in order to locate information corresponding to each of 
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said at least one item, retrieves said information, formats said information into a 
common format" as claimed. 

Christianson teaches claimed using the query on two or more information 
sources on the World Wide Web in order to locate information corresponding to each of 
said at least one item, retrieves said information, formats said information into a 
common format. Christianson discloses a netbot with searches multiple information 
sources in parallel and formats the response into a common format upon user request 
(column 2, lines 50 - 55, 60 - 65 and column 6, lines 4 - 14). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Christianson with the teachings of 
Brichta to provide a system that allows the engine execute faster. Christianson 
discloses a NetBot with searches multiple information sources in parallel in response to 
a user request. Christianson's netbot system automatically searches the relevant 
primary sources in parallel and presents information quickly and faster. 

As to claims 2 and 13, said step of initiating is performed automatically 
(Christianson: column 2, lines 45 - 53 and 60 - 65). 

As to claims 3 and 14, said search list may be selectively edited by said user at 
any time (Christianson: column 7, lines 1 - 5; Figure 2B). 

As to claims 4 and 15, the selection of said two or more information sources to 
be searched are determined by said user and may be selectively edited by said user at 
any time (Christianson: column 5, lines 20 - 25). 
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As to claims 5 and 16, each of said two or more information sources to be 
searched are determined independently by said user for each of said at least one item 
(Christianson: column 3, lines 10-15). 

As to claims 6 and 17, said step of initiating is performed at predetermined time 
intervals determined by said user, said predetermined time intervals capable of being 
selectively edited by said user at any time (Brichta: column 5, lines 49 - 53). 

As to claims 8 and 19, each of said at least one item corresponds to a distinct 
company (Brichta: column 2, lines 59 - 64). 

As to claims 9 and 20, each of said at least one item corresponds to a distinct 
industry (Brichta: column 2, lines 59 - 64). 

As to claims 10 and 21 , each of said at least one item corresponds to a distinct 
job format (Brichta: column 2, lines 59 - 64). 

As to claims 1 1 and 22, said two or more information sources are public search 
engines (Christianson: column 6, lines 55 - 60). 

6. Claims 7 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brichta and Christianson as applied to claims 1 and 12, above, and further in view of 
Amy Rubert et al. ("Rubert"). 

With respect to claims 7 and 18, Brichta and Christianson disclose the 
limitations as discussed in claims 1 and 12 above, respectively. However, Brichta and 
Christianson do not explicitly disclose "said step of electronically delivering is 
automatically performed via electronic mail" as claimed. 
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Rubert discloses sending the results of the search to the user via email (column 
3, lines 1 5 - 18 and column 5, lines 20 - 23). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Brichta and Christianson with the 
teachings of Rubert to ensure efficient access to multiple databases by presenting all 
authorized queries to the user by presenting the user with previously used report form 
parameters and inquiries, by automatically performing the query execution, and by 
notifying users of the query results (Rubert: column 3, lines 28 - 33). It would have 
been obvious to allow the system to notify users when results of incomplete searches 
become available (Rubert: column 5, lines 1 - 20). 

The subject matter of claim 24 is rejected in the analysis above in claims 1 - 23 
and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

The subject matter of claim 31 is rejected in the analysis above in claims 1 - 23 
and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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Contact Information 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Al Alam whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4030. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 A.M.- 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Shahid Al Alam 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 62 



13 September 2006 



